118 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

penitentiary sentence for income-tax evasion, and other gang-
sters soon began to tumble into the federal net*

But with the bigger membership and importance of or-
ganized labor under the New Deal, a host of new racketeers
sprang up until in the latter thirties, as remarked by Mary
Heaton Vorse, stanch friend of the labor cause, the A. F.
of L. in Chicago was constantly working hand in glove with
hoodlums and the most rotten elements in local politics. In
the New York area young Thomas E* Dewey, as special
prosecutor in 1935 and two years later as district attorney,
built a national reputation by helping to break up some of
the country's worst rings of labor racketeers. Nevertheless at
the end of the era certain important unions continued to be
veined with graft and extortion, including those in the movie
industry.

The recession late in 1937 was widely blamed by the con-
servative press upon industrial turmoil and work stoppages.
At all hazards the new tide of unemployment which it
brought weakened, as always, the bargaining power of labor,
so that 1938 saw only 2770 strikes, involving a third the
number of the previous year, or less than 690,000 workers.
In this latter year, however, despite a setback in the new
puissance of the unions, unorganized workers won a legis-
lative victory of the first importance. Paradoxically enough,
the president and his aides in Congress carried the fair-labor-
standards act through in face of apathy or downright skep-
ticism from both CIO and A. F. of L. leaders, the latter tend-
ing to quote Gompers that the minimum wage often becomes
the maximum. At heart perhaps they had little interest in the
welfare of the workers outside the pale of their own mem-
berships, or else begrudged gains won in any other fashion
than by collective bargaining.

As embodied in the original Black-Connery bill, the pro-
posal had been pressed upon Congress by the president in
May, 1937, and urged again by him six months later with
the recession in full swing. Opposed by some Southern con-